INITIATION7 AND INITIATION  RITES
establishment of common love and interest between those of
the same sex, is exemplified also in the Age Classes, Men's
Clubs and Secret Societies found in so many primitive peoples,
to membership of which women are in the majority of cases
rigorously excluded.
Thus it would appear that the ideas underlying the almost
universal social custom of the initiation ceremony are those
which we have already met with in the study of the development
of the individual mind in relation to the family: showing thereby
that these ideas are to be found not only in minds of a certain
constitution or of a particular age, race, or type of culture, but
represent a general human characteristic, having its foundations
deeply rooted in the history of mankind; a part of our mental
inheritance which has to be reckoned with in all efforts at
social or individual improvement, a factor for good or evil
which education, instruction or upbringing may perhaps modify
but can scarcely hope to eradicate.